
	  

	  

	  



	  

	  



	  

	  

	  

	  

	  



	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  



	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  



COMM 315W Media Analysis Assignment 
 
We will discuss the topic of images of women and men in the media. This assignment extends 
that discussion by asking you to find and analyze examples of gender and sex depiction in media 
and then develop your findings into a paper. 
 
1. Select a mediated source that exemplifies what we’ve read and discussed in class –one that 
depicts men, women or both. You may select a film clip, viral video, and a clip from a TV show, 
news clip, commercial, magazine or newspaper advertisement, music video, segment of a song, 
segment of a radio broadcast or podcast. An article out of a magazine or newspaper will not work 
for this assignment because that’s information, not a depiction or representation. You will have 
to provide the image or link to this source. 
 
2. Write a 5-7 page* paper focusing on images of men and women as communicated via media, 
following current APA guidelines. (*The paper should be 5-7 pages of content; therefore, the 
cover page and works cited pages are not included in this 5-7 page count.*) 
 
3. Incorporate at least 2 peer-reviewed  published sources (within the last 10 years) into your 
paper. You may only use electronic sources if they also appear in print. Do not use sources from 
the Internet unless publication information is documented on the source. You may use electronic 
resources to supplement your 2 main sources. Consult the references at the end of each chapter in 
your textbook as a starting point. Your text does not count as a required source, so it should 
not be used. 
 
4. Structure your paper into 6 sections: (Be sure to number your pages, starting with the first 
page of CONTENT.) 

• Cover Page: your name and a creative title of the paper 
• Introduction: introduce the topic of media depiction of the sexes; provide a clear 

“purpose of paper” statement (thesis) with a preview of main points and emphasis of the 
so-what value or significance of your paper. 

• Content: discuss the topic, working in your outside sources. You’re building an 
argument in this paper – an argument that media depict women, men or both in a certain 
way and that depiction highlights a gendered issue in society. Use sources to support your 
arguments or claims. Don’t refer to the specific examples (the actual clip) until 3 or 4 
pages into the paper. In other words, don’t let your specific media example drive the 
paper. A well-crafted argument should drive the paper; the specific example should back 
it up or solidify your claims. 

• Example: explain the example of media depiction that you chose for this assignment; tie 
it into your content section, as an example supporting the argument of the preceding 
pages. 

• Conclusion: review the purpose of the paper and the main points, summarizing the key 
aspects of your argument; review key elements within the analysis of your mediated 
example; then tie the paper together broadly. Do not introduce new concepts or 
information into the conclusion. A good conclusion is as lengthy and in-depth as a good 
introduction. 



• References: list only those sources cited in the paper, in current APA style. 

5. Check Resources -> Media Analysis Rubric to find out how you will be graded. 
 
6. You may want to follow a “V” shape in constructing this paper. Start at a broad point, such as 
gender communication in general. Then work more narrowly by discussing gender as 
communicated via media. Then get even more specific to the medium you have chosen for this 
assignment. Once you have made an argument about depiction of the sexes in a particular 
medium and you are about 4 pages into the paper, transition into an explanation and analysis of 
your particular media example, tying it to the previous argument. Just before you reveal your 
media example, the paper/argument should be at its most narrow point. 
 
7. A good introduction will take a “V” shape as well, working from general to specific. A good 
conclusion will take an “inverted V” shape, working from specific to general. They should be 
roughly equal in length.  If your introduction is almost 1 page, make your conclusion a page or 
three-quarters of a page. Don’t run out of steam when you get to the conclusion. 
	  

	  


